GAKDHIJI AND WOMEN
in preaching in no uncertain terms, whether through the
woman in the name of law, tradition and religion. To him
even the slightest injustice was a form of violence and, there-
fore, an untruth. As he always maintained, Truth was
impossible without Non-violence and equally the converse
was true.
His indignant protests against enforced widowhood, in
particular against the crime of child-widows, against the
curse of child-marriage, against polygamy, against the sin
of prostitution, against the cruelty of the pardah system,
indeed against everything that militated against giving to
with her co-partner in life, man, are there for all to read,
He held that freedom and liberty to woman could in no
sense be disruptive of all that was most precious in Indian
culture and especially in feminine grace and modesty so
peculiar to India's womanhood. In his own institutions
and programme of work he paid equal attention and gave
equal place to girls and women. There was an air of free-
dom and self-confidence in the girls and women that lived
under his care whether at Sabarmati or at Sevagram which
was a joy to behold and rarely visible in our society else-
where. Nothing delighted him more than the success of
women in any sphere of life. If ever he wished to elicit
the opinions of his coworkers on any matters connected with
the Asram or any new undertaking he paid equal attention
and lent equal weight to the views of women workers.
There is no doubt that of all the factors that have con-
tributed to the awakening of women in India the most
potent has been the field of non-violent action which
Gandhiji offered to women in his battle for India's political
freedom. It brought them out in their hundreds from
sheltered homes to stand the furnace of a fiery trial without
flinching. They came well through the test and proved
to the hilt that woman was capable of leadership and just
as well able as man to resist evil or aggression. Their
participation on equal terms with men in the freedom
struggle gave woman a definite place so far as the salvation
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